Thornton Rust Annual Parish Meeting – Draft Minutes
Held at Thornton Rust Institute
12th March 2026

Present: Sheena Pratt, Jackie and Alan Cook, Richard and Julia Loukota, Richard Gledhill, Nick and Ali Carter, Deborah Millward, Barry Willis, Martyn Donno, Tim McQueen, Stuart Dent, Rob and Rachel Newall, Cllr Rob Cromey-Hawke

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from:
· Pip Pointing (Clerk)
· Cllr John Dinsdale (Chair of Aysgarth & District Parish Council)

2. Election
Rob Cromey-Hawke was proposed and seconded to chair the meeting.
Resolved:
Rob Cromey-Hawke was elected Chair for the meeting.
As the Clerk was unable to attend, a temporary clerk arrangement for the evening was agreed.
Rob Newall was elected Clerk for the meeting.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the Thornton Rust Annual Parish Meeting held in March 2025 had been circulated via the village Bulletin and copies were available at the start of the meeting.
A question was raised regarding a reference in the minutes to funding for a tree and whether this had been intended to come from village letting income. The Chair clarified that the previous meeting had agreed in principle that funding could be taken from the Thornton Rust fund, which is generated from parish land lettings.
There being no further amendments:
Resolved:
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed: Richard Loukota
Seconded: Martyn Donno

4. Matters Arising
Tree Planting
The planting of replacement trees within the village was discussed. A resident confirmed they had researched suitable trees and offered to help progress the planting. It was suggested that rowan trees would be suitable due to their ability to thrive locally and provide seasonal colour.
Following discussion, it was agreed that:
· Two trees should be planted. One on the east end of the village green & one to replace a previously removed tree near Ashfield House
Funding will be taken from the Thornton Rust village fund. Tim McQueen agreed to assist with progressing the planting in coordination with the Chair.

Electricity Cabling Proposal
Residents asked whether the Northern Powergrid proposal to underground electricity cabling would proceed. The Chair confirmed that the project required 100% consent because works would cross village green land. Following consultation, a number of objections were raised within the village and the proposal was therefore withdrawn by Northern Powergrid.
During this process it was noted that some overhead infrastructure could be more than 60 years old and this is the expected lifespan. Northern Powergrid confirmed they would continue to maintain and replace equipment as required.

White Boundary Posts
The replacement of missing or damaged white posts around the village greens was discussed.
Seventeen posts had previously been sourced from Gayle Mill Trust, but required drying after being exposed to weather. Other villagers have additional posts available.
These posts are now ready for sanding and painting ahead of installation by a contractor.
To prepare them, it was agreed to hold a village works party.
Date agreed: Saturday 9 May 2026
The works party will include:
· Sanding and painting the posts
· Village clean-up tasks
· Maintenance of the village phone box if required
Materials will be provided from the Thornton Rust fund. Several residents volunteered to assist.

Drainage
Residents, in the vicinity of The Rambles, raised concerns regarding blocked drains following heavy rainfall. The Chair confirmed this would be raised again with North Yorkshire Highways at the next Parish meeting.

Roadside Wall and Pavement Damage
Concerns were raised regarding deterioration of the roadside wall along the road towards Cubeck.
Residents reported:
· damage caused by heavy vehicles
· road edge deterioration
· movement in the wall structure
The Chair agreed to raise the issue with North Yorkshire Highways through the Parish Council.

5. Councillors’ Report
The Chair presented the Thornton Rust Councillor’s Report, summarising matters raised during the year at Aysgarth & District Parish Council meetings.

Highways Issues
Several highways matters affecting the village and surrounding roads have been raised with North Yorkshire Highways, including:
· Blocked culverts between Thornton Lodge and Cubeck
· Potholes and general road condition on the Aysgarth–Thornton Rust road
· Loose gravel near Tip Lane, which was reported and subsequently cleared
· Continuing drainage and flooding issues at Kelspring
Some repairs have been completed during the year, although several issues remain ongoing.

Village Infrastructure
A number of infrastructure matters have been raised during the year:
· A faulty street light was reported to North Yorkshire Council after earlier reports from a resident had received no response.
· The Parish Council has continued to pursue installation of a dog waste bin near the village institute, which has been agreed but is still awaiting installation.
· Concerns were raised about trees affecting BT Openreach cables, particularly near Low Gill and along the route towards Cubeck.
Given the limited mobile signal in the village, maintaining reliable landline infrastructure remains important.

Electricity Network Proposal
As discussed earlier, the proposed Northern Powergrid underground cabling project could not proceed and has now been withdrawn.

Water Supply Issues
Residents have reported recurring low water pressure in the village following infrastructure works.
The issue has been raised with Yorkshire Water, and District Councillor Yvonne Peacock has also been involved. The Chair has requested a site meeting at the pumping station outside the village so the issue can be investigated properly and explained to residents.
The matter continues to be pursued.

Village Phone Box
BT proposed removing the Thornton Rust phone box during the year. The Parish Council objected due to limited mobile phone coverage.
Following consultation:
· BT withdrew the proposal without the need for the village to adopt it
· The phone box will remain in place with an active phone line

Parish Council Governance
In the last month, the Parish Council introduced:
· a new .gov.uk parish council website
· official councillor email addresses
These changes improve transparency, accessibility and compliance with national local government standards.

6. Lettings
The meeting considered the annual lettings of parish land within Thornton Rust, the income from which contributes to the Thornton Rust village fund.
The following lettings were agreed:
· Sheena Pratt – letting of West Lane – £20
· Stuart Dent, attending on behalf of Robert Brown – letting of Thornton Mire including shooting rights – £80

7. Any Other Business
Residents raised the maintenance of the Outgang area as an issue. Its almost ten years since the original clean-up effort by villagers and new volunteers with a new maintenance remit are needed to look after the Outgang in future. Barry Willis and Tim McQueen offered to coordinate these efforts going forward and this was agreed. The Chair agreed that parish funds should cover materials. 

Residents raised the challenging stream crossing on the Outgang to Flout Moor Lane footpath. The Chair said that improvements to the crossing are in competition with many other YDNPA requests.

Residents raised concerns regarding the increasing number of heavy vehicles travelling through the village, including contractor vehicles.
Issues raised included:
· vehicles mounting pavements, in particular outside the Old Post Office
· damage to roadside walls
· deterioration of road edges
The Chair agreed to raise these concerns with North Yorkshire Highways via the Parish Council.
The Clerk, Pip, had given notice to stand down at the last meeting. Rob Newall volunteered to step up as the new Thornton Rust Annual Parish Meeting Clerk from this meeting, and was thanked by all residents present. An acknowledgement of thanks to Pip for her long-standing service as Clerk for the Thornton Rust Annual Parish Meeting was recorded. Thanks were also offered to Rob Cromey-Hawke for his efforts as Councillor on behalf of the village. 

8. Next Meeting
The next Thornton Rust Annual Parish Meeting will be held on:
Thursday 4 March 2027 at 7pm.

9. Meeting Closed
The Chair thanked residents for attending and for their contributions.
The meeting was then closed at 7.59pm. 

